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History

Air Wisconsin was founded in 1965 to provide service between the airline’s hometown of Appleton, Wisconsin and Chicago when North Central ended its air service from Appleton.  Air Wisconsin quickly grew over the next two decades to become one of the most successful regional airlines in the country.

Air Wisconsin’s relationship with United Airlines, along with mergers of Mississippi Valley Airlines in 1985 and Aspen Airways in 1991, helped make the airline one of the largest regional carriers in the United States at the time.  Air Wisconsin was the first U.S. regional airline to introduce regional jet service with a fleet of British Aerospace 146 aircraft in 1983.

The company was acquired by United Airlines in 1992, and then was restructured as an all jet carrier consisting of 12 BAe 146 jets.  In 1993, a privately held corporation, CJT Holdings, Inc., purchased the airline and began operation as Air Wisconsin Airlines Corporation.

By 1998, the BAe 146 fleet grew to 18, and in the same year, United asked Air Wisconsin to replace Mesa Airlines in Denver.  To respond to United’s request with minimal disruption of service, the Company acquired Mountain Air Express with a fleet of Dornier 328 high-speed turbo-prop aircraft.  Also that same year, the company introduced the Bombardier CL-65 (CRJ) into the fleet.  During 1999, Air Wisconsin replaced UFS in Chicago and grew the fleet of Dornier 328 aircraft to 23. 

In 2001, United committed to an all jet operation in ORD.  Air Wisconsin replaced it’s ORD Dornier fleet with CRJs and reduced it’s Dornier fleet to 10 aircraft at the Denver hub.  To streamline costs of the Company, Air Wisconsin decided to exit the turbo-prop business by the middle of 2003. 

In September 2002, AWAC entered into an agreement with AirTran Airways, a subsidiary of AirTran Holdings, Inc., to operate 10 CRJ aircraft as AirTran Jet Connect primarily at AirTran’s Atlanta hub.  The aircraft are being phased into the operation over the period November 2002 through October 2003.  An eleventh Jet Connect CRJ will enter service in December 2003. 

As of July 2003, Air Wisconsin’s fleet consists of 17 BAe 146 jets and 50 CRJs.  By December 31, Air Wisconsin will have 60 CRJs in their fleet.   Air Wisconsin currently operates over 400 scheduled flights per day and is currently the only regional carrier in the US that flies coast to coast!

For more information about Air Wisconsin Airlines Corporation, please visit AWAC’s web site at www.airwis.com.  Or contact me directly:

Jason J. Weiss 

Director of Crew Planning

Air Wisconsin Airline Corporation

jweiss@airwis.com
920 749 7667
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